
Notes:  Calypso, “I am Laertes’ Son,” and The Lotus Eaters (p. 652-658) 
 
What do Books 1-4 tell 
about Telemachus? (p. 652 
summary) 
 
 
 
Calypso 
How is Athena involved 
in Odysseus’ release 
from Calypso’s island? 
 
How is Zeus involved? 
 
How is Hermes 
involved? 
 
 
 
List some images from 
the description of 
Calypso’s cave that 
appeal to the senses of 
sight, hearing, and smell   
(lines 47-63). 
 
 
 
 
 
Calypso deceives 
Odysseus (lines 88-91) 
 
 
 
“I am Laertes’ Son” 
Who is Alcinous?  
 
How does Alcinous treat 
Odysseus? (p. 656 summary) 
 
 
 
How does Odysseus 
explain that he has 
remained faithful to 
Penelope?  (lines 138-143) 
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Mutiny means: 
 
Explain the mutinous 
actions of Odysseus’ 
men (lines 152-175) 

 
 
What are the 
consequences for their 
mutiny? (lines 152-175) 

 
 
 
The Lotus Eaters 
What is the effect of 
eating the Lotus flower? 
(lines 197-210) 
 
 
What does Odysseys 
have to do to save his 
men from the Lotus 
Eaters?  (lines 211–215) 
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Notes:  “Welcome:  A Religious Duty” and The Cyclops (p. 660-671) 
 
“Welcome” (p. 671) 
 
Explain the Greek 
tradition of hospitality: 
(p. 671)   
 
 
How were strangers to 
be treated? (p. 671) 
 
 
 
 
Xenos: (p. 671) 
 
 
 
 
Three examples of 
hospitality being abused 
in the Iliad and the 
Odyssey:  (p. 671) 
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The Cyclops (p. 660-670) 
 
Why doesn’t Odysseus 
kill the Cyclops at this 
time? (lines 289-295) 
 
 
 
Explain Odyssues’ trick 
(lines 421-442) 
 
 
Draw a picture of what is 
happening in lines 421-
442. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Polyphemus’ curse  
(lines 529-538) 
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Notes:  Circe, and Land of the Dead (p. 673-677) 
 
How does Aeolus help 
Odysseus? (673 summary) 
 
What do Odysseus’ men 
do with the bag?  
Why?  (673 summary) 
 
 
 
Who are the 
Laestrygonians?  
What happened on their 
island? (673 summary) 
 
 
 
Circe  
Who is Circe? 
What is the name of her 
island? (673 summary) 
 
What happened when 
they got to Circe’s 
island? (673 summary & lines 
539-576) 
 
 
 
What is moly and how 
does it help Odysseus? 
(675 summary) 
 
 
How long do Odysseus 
and his men stay with 
Circe? (675 summary) 
 
Odysseus and his men 
ask Circe for help to 
return home.  How does 
she help? (675 summary) 
 
 
Who is “Death”? 
Who is Persephone? 
Who is Teiresuas? 
(675 summary) 
 

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
 



The Land of the Dead 
According to Teiresias, 
why does “anguish” lie 
ahead for Odysseus?  
(620-623) 
 
 
What does Teiresuas say 
is Odysseus’ one hope 
for getting home?  
(624-625)  
 
What instructions are 
given to Odysseus 
regarding Helios?  
(626-634) 
 
 
 
According to Teiresius, 
what will Odysseus find 
if he ever gets home to 
Ithaca? (634-637) 
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Notes:  Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis, & Helios’ Cattle (p. 678-686) 
 
The Sirens, Scylla, & Charybdis 
After visiting the Land 
of the Dead, where do 
Odysseus and his men 
go? (p. 678 summary) 
 
 
What is the danger of the 
sirens? (661-669 & p. 648) 
 
 
 
 
What advice does Circe 
give Odysseus regarding 
the Sirens (669-678) 
 
 
 
What is the danger of 
Scylla?  (679-694 & p. 648) 
 
 
 
 
What is the danger of 
Charybdis?  (695-703 &      
p. 647) 
 
 
 
What advice does Circe 
give regarding Scylla 
and Charybdis? (704-706) 
 
 
 
What advice does Circe 
give regarding Helios’ 
cattle? (712-716) 
 
 
 
What is the last thing 
Circe tells Odysseus 
before he leaves her 
island?  (p. 680 summary) 
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Homeric Simile:  What 
two events are being 
compared? (816-827) 
 
 
 
 
The Cattle of the Sun God 
 
What is Odysseus’ order 
to his men regarding 
Helios’ cattle? (p. 684 
summary) 
 
 
Epithet for Dawn (849) 
 
 
What & who causes the 
men to break their 
promise to Odysseus? 
(878-896) 
 
 
 
 
What is the men’s 
consequence or 
punishment? (p. 686 
summary) 
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Notes:  pages 690-702) 
 

Coming Home 
How does Odysseus know to 
return to Ithaca in disguise? 
(p.690 Book 13 summary) 
 
Where does Odysseus go 
first? (p.690 Book 14 summary) 

 
Where has Telemachus been, 
how long has he been gone, 
& why? (p.690 Book 15 summary) 
 
What does Athena advise 
Telemachus to do? Why? 
(p.690 Book 15 summary) 
 
What does Athena warn 
Telemachus about?  
(p.690 Book 15 summary) 
 
The Meeting of Father and Son 
How does Eumaeus (the 
swineherd) treat Telemachus? 
(944-964) 
 
Epithet for Telemachus (956) 
 
How does Telemachus treat 
the beggar (Odysseus)? (977-
980 & p.692 summary) 
 
What happens in lines 991-
1004? 
 
 
Homeric Simile:  What two 
things are compared in lines 
1027-1035? 
 
 
Beggar & the Faithful Dog 
What one creature recognizes 
Odysseus when he returns to 
his home? (p.694 summary & 1036-
1041) 
 
Even though he was 
Odysseus’ dog, not that 
Argos is old, how is he 
treated? (1044-1073) 
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Under the Surface:  In 
showing how the old dog is 
treated, what is Homer telling 
us about conditions in Ithaca? 
 
 
The Epic Continues 
Why does Odysseus suggest 
that Penelope test her maids? 
(p.696 Book 19 summary) 
 
 
Test of the Great Bow 
What are the two things that 
the suitors must do pass 
Penelope’s test? (1116-1118) 
 
 
What is the prize for anyone 
who can pass the test? (1119-
1121) 
 
 
How does Odysseus test the 
loyalty of the swineherd and 
the cowherd? (1122-1140) 
 
 
 
Who is able to pass the test of 
the bow? (p.701 summary & 1174-
1207) 
 
What does Odysseus mean 
when he tells Telemachus 
that “The hour has come to 
cook their lordships’ mutton 
– supper by daylight”? (1213-
1214) 
 
 
In pages 690-702, out of the 
following characters, who has 
followed the laws of respect 
& hospitality, and who has 
broken them?  

Ο Suitors 
Ο Eumaeus 
Ο Telemachus 
Ο Maids 
Ο Penelope 
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Notes:  Death at the Palace, Odysseus and Penelope (p. 703-709) 
 

Death at the Palace 
The summary on p. 703 says 
that the climax is here in 
Book 22.  What, in your own 
words, is the epic’s climax? 
(p.703 summary) 
 
 
How many suitors are there? 
(p.703 summary) 
 
 
Who is Antinous and what 
has he done? (p.703 summary) 
 
 
 
 
What is Antinous doing in 
lines 1227-1233?  
 
 
How is he killed?  
(1234-1240) 
 
 
How did Antinous’ death 
affect the other suitors?   
(1241-1252 & 1261-1279) 
 
 
 
 
 
Who joins Odysseus in his 
fight against the suitors (3 
men)?  (p. 705 summary) 
 
 
 
 
Under the Surface 
How does this bloody fight 
relate to the epic’s theme 
about the value of hospitality 
and about what happens to 
people who do not follow the 
god-given laws? (1221-1303) 
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Homeric Simile (1294-1303) 
What 2 things are being 
compared in these lines? 
 
 
 
Odysseus & Penelope 
What does Odysseus order 
the maids to do? (p.706 summary) 
 
 
What does Telemachus do 
after the maids finish their 
job?  (p. 706 summary) 

 
 
 
Why does Penelope test 
Odysseus? (p.706 summary) 
 
 
 
Homeric Simile (1342-1348) 
What 2 things are being 
compared in these lines? 
 
 
 
How does Penelope test 
Odysseus? (1361-1392) 
 
 
 
 
Under the Surface 
Odysseus and Penelope’s bed 
is a “secret sign” of their 
love.  What characteristics of 
the bed suggest the strength 
and endurance of their love? 
(1374-1384) 
 
 
 
Homeric Simile (1408-1418)  
What 2 things are being 
compared in these lines? 
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